BELLEVUE SCHOOL NEWSLETTER
Atawhaitia te rito kia puawai te tamaiti - Nuture the tender shoot so that the child will bloom.

TERM 1 - WEEK 6
9 MARCH 2022

Important Dates
Thursday 31 March School Board Meeting
Thursday 14 April
Last Day of Term
Friday 15 April
Easter Public Holiday
Wed 23 - Fri 25 November
Hub 5 Camp

COVID-19 UPDATES

Please click the image to access
COVID-19 updates on our school
website.

WELCOME
Haere mai ki te kura o Bellevue.
Welcome to the following student and
their whānau. It is great to have you
in our Bellevue School Learning
Community.

Kia ora, Nameste, Talofa, Konnichiwa, Guten Tag, Gidday, Vannakkam, ni Hao,
Kia orana, Hola, Salam, Sa wat deekha, Dia Dhuit, Goeie Dag, Bonjour,
Καλημέρα, Greetings everyone

PRINCIPAL'S UPDATE
Thank you for all your support since the news of our first cases at the end of last week.
Although we now have a handful of cases, at present Hub 5 remains the only affected
hub. We also have a number of students self isolating because a member of their
household has tested positive. We will continue to focus on keeping our school
environment as safe and consistent as possible to support our students' learning and
wellbeing. This is helped enormously by the continued clear communication from our
whānau regarding any illness or positive cases affecting your children. Thank you.
Please remember to let us know if your child is self isolating then they become unwell, or
if they are away from school because unwell initially, then improve and require distance
learning. This means we can code them accurately in the roll and provide anything they
might need to support their learning. Emailing the office, Annette and the class teacher is
often the most efficient way to do this. office@bellevue-newlands.school.nz,
annette@bellevue-newlands.school.nz, class teacher's first name + @bellevuenewlands.school.nz. Please understand that as we are working through a great deal of
communications, it may take a wee while to get to a response, but rest assured your
message will have been seen and is being acted upon.
As new cases emerge in hubs that have been previously unaffected, we will continue to
let our community know via email and our Facebook Page (link here), so that families
can be extra vigilant for symptoms and make the decisions that are best for their
circumstances. We will not be giving further updates on increasing numbers in an
affected hub. It may be encouraging to note that research from New South Wales about
their recent Omicron outbreak showed that onward transmission within the school setting
is very low. For every child who is infected and attends school only 3.7% of their close
contacts at school subsequently tested positive. This is due to the good hygiene and
high compliance of schools with the safety measures, meaning the spread is more likely
to happen outside schools.
Both of our Hub 3 teachers who are self isolating are still well and responding to their
learners and whānau online, but we are very much looking forward to having them return
to school next week. The anticipated date for this remains Monday 14 March. We will let
you know if anything changes.
Noho ora mai
Annette Borgonje

Sophie Schumacher in Room 2

THANK YOU
To all of our community for the resilience and empathy, with which you continue to
respond to during these challenging times. To our Hub 3 families, for your ongoing
support while the teachers of this hub are required to self isolate. To our relentlessly
positive and professional team who do their utmost every day to keep the tamariki safe,
happy and learning. You are all appreciated!

TESTING
POSITIVE FOR
COVID-19
If you test positive for COVID-19,
everyone else in your household
becomes a household contact and
you need to isolate together for at
least 10 days.
Find further information about testing
positive in this brochure.

MASKS - YEAR 4-6
If your child is in Year 4-6 and wears
a mask to school, please could you
remind them to keep this on when
they are arriving and leaving school.
They can remove these at playtimes
and when outside with their class as
instructed by their teachers. It is
safest if they keep these on any time
they are outside their 'bubble'
(moving through the school grounds)
and especially when outside the
school grounds while others are close
by. Thank you.

GETTING TESTED
Testing and RATs for collection are
available at various sites around
Wellington for those with symptoms
or household contacts.
Please
check the testing website (click link)
for the latest information.

HEALTH & SAFETY REMINDERS
We remain open, with more than 75% of our students still attending school onsite.
This means that most of school is still operating under our 'Open' scenario for our
provision of distance learning on our Community Plan.
Hub 3 teachers are still self isolating until Monday 14 March and so Hub 3 are
operating under the 'Whole Hub Learning from Home' Hybrid Learning scenario. We
thank our wonderful Hub 3 whānau for their incredible support with this.
Please
let
annette@bellevue-newlands.school.nz
and
office@bellevuenewlands.school.nz know immediately if your child tests positive.
Please continue to let the office know if your child is absent and whether they are:
unwell
self isolating - so accessing distance learning
at home due to family decision - so accessing distance learning
If you have let us know that your child is self isolating or has tested positive, please also
let the office know when they return to school.
Please continue to monitor your children for symptoms Most common
symptoms:
fever
cough
tiredness
loss of taste or smell

Less common
symptoms:
sore throat
headache
aches and pains
diarrhoea
a rash on skin, or
discolouration of fingers
or toes
red or irritated eyes

Serious symptoms:
difficulty breathing or
shortness of breath
loss of speech or
mobility, or confusion
chest pain

SUPPORTING CHILDREN WITH COMPLEX
MEDICAL NEEDS THROUGH OMICRON
If your family has children with complex medical needs that are cause for concern while
we work through this period of increasing cases of omicron in the community, the
Ministry of Education has updated their website with information for whānau, please click
HERE. We would encourage you to talk with your child's medical professional to
consider which type of learning is best for your child. We will work with families to
develop a plan for support with this in mind.

PARENTING IN DIFFICULT TIMES
With all that is going on in the world and our own community at the moment, it is a
challenging time for us all. Our tamariki can pick up on this so it is important for the
adults in their lives to continue to be the voice of calm. The Parenting Place (link here)
has helpful articles on how to talk with our children and help them to work through their
feelings or any concerns.

STAFF NEWS
On Friday we said a bittersweet farewell to Room 2's whānau class teacher and valued
member of our team Yolandi's Van Vuuren, as she headed off to Christchurch for a new
adventure with her family.
We are pleased to let you know that Rene Senekal, who has filled the role of Room 2
whānau teacher until the end of the term, has won one of our two New Entrant Year 1
teacher positions. Rene has 10 years Junior teaching experience, from Early Childhood
to Year 3 and, with her expertise in Literacy teaching as well as her warm, approachable
manner with our tamaiki, staff and families we believe she will be a great permanent
addition to the team.
Our parental leave (for Emma Cummings) position has been won by Grace Mellow.
Grace has experience teaching in a play based, collaborative modern learning
environment and places great emphasis on the importance of building strong
relationships and lines of open communication with the students and their whānau.
We are sure you will join with us in welcoming Grace and Rene to our Bellevue Whānau.

ENROLMENT INFORMATION
Important information about the Bellevue School enrolment scheme (zone)
If you have pre-schoolers at home that you are planning to enrol at Bellevue School in
the future, here are a few important things to know and put into action:
1.If you are living outside of the Bellevue School enrolment zone, then your
pre-schooler(s) will need to be processed as an out of zone application. Please let
us know, if you haven’t already, of any future enrolments at Bellevue School from your
family. It helps greatly with our planning to know well in advance. And if we know then
we can also prompt you as to when you need to get your out of zone application in.
2.It is very important that out of zone applications are received by the application
deadline of 9am Friday 27 May 2022, for enrolment from Saturday 9 July 2022 to
Thursday 15 December 2022. We cannot accept any out of zone applications if they
are not received by the deadline advertised for the enrolment period your child is due to
start school in. The deadline can sometimes be up to six months prior to your child
actually starting school.
3.Even if your pre-schooler(s) are in zone, please get your paperwork in to us as
soon as possible to enable us to plan ahead. We need this information to be able to
work out how many out of zone applications we can accept in each enrolment period.
If you have any questions or are unsure about anything, please call the school office and
talk to Amanda.

FOR MORE
INFORMATION :
Click to follow links below

School organisation 2022
Term Dates for 2022
Making Payments to School
Absences
Bellevue Physical Literacy
Scholastic Book Club Orders
Community Notices

MOANA WHISPER - STILL AVAILABLE!!
Although they are selling fast, your own copy of our 'Moana Whisper' school production
is still available for purchase. If you wish to order our 2021 production please contact
Isabel (isabel@bellevue-newlands.school.nz).
As the production will feature all students who participated, we ask that you respect our
tamariki’s privacy when viewing the production and sharing it within your household.
If you have any further questions, please contact Isabel (isabel@bellevuenewlands.school.nz).

SPORTS NEWS
Weet-Bix Kids TRYathlon
If you were already registered for the Weet-Bix Kids TRYathlon, you are automatically
registered to TRY CHALLENGE. If you were not registered, visit the TRY CHALLENGE
website to register today!
https://trychallenge.co.nz/
Movin March
This year, you can get stamps on your Movin March card for walking or wheeling to
school and back home! If you live too far away to walk or wheel, ask your parent or
caregiver to drop you somewhere safe so you can walk or wheel the rest of the way. If
you get ten stamps on your card, bring it in to your teacher to get some cool prizes.
Have fun!
By Caitlin, Rm 13

HEADLICE
Thank you to the parent who let us know that Head lice seem to be a bit of a problem at
the moment. Due to their highly contagious nature we would recommend that you check
your child’s hair regularly for tell-tale signs. Please treat them if the condition is evident.
Itchiness and signs of silvery/white specs close to the scalp are the tell-tale signs.
For more information see your local chemist who will be able to recommend the most
suitable treatment which will work quickly and efficiently.

FUNDRAISERS - THANK YOU AND INVITE
We would like to take a moment to acknowledge the hard mahi of two of our wonderful
FUNdraisers who have had to step down from the team due to other commitments.
Teresa Kennedy and Brydon Gillam.
We thank them for all they have contributed to the school and wish them well in their next
adventures - though we are pleased that we will still see them around the place!
The FUNdraisers current focus is recruiting! We have some exciting plans afoot (for once
we get past RED!) and welcome any great suggestions from our community.
If you are keen to join our FUNdraisers group, oh and we hope you do, email us at
fundraisers@bellevue-newlands.school.nz

ARE YOU A CRITICAL WORKER??
A reminder for our families who are Critical Workers (please follow this link for a
definition - this is different to Essential Workers) to please contact Deeann Daniels
(Acting Deputy Principal Year 4-6) as soon as possible to let her know if you are in this
position - deeann@bellevue-newlands.school.nz so we can be prepared to support your
children onsite should their hub move to distance learning.

ROAD PATROL THANK YOU
Thank you to our Year 6 Road Patrollers who are helping out their Road Patrol team
mates who are unable to do their duty at the moment. We appreciate the extra mahi you
are putting in.

COMMUNITY
NOTICES
Community notices are included as relevant
and are limited to no more than 100 words.
Every effort is made to present accurate
information, however the Board does not
accept responsibility for any inaccuracies. The
Board is unable to accept responsibilities for
any goods or services advertised.

Lunchonline Lunches at Bellevue:
Sushi – Thursdays
It’s simple; all you need to do is register
at: www.lunchonline.co.nz
Follow 4 easy steps to get started:
Register an account
Add member/s including your name
and delivery location
Make a payment to have funds in your
account before you order
Select your lunch and place an order
Phone 0800 565 565
Email - info@lunchonline.co.nz

Kapai Kidz -Before/After School
Programme
If you are looking for quality before or after
school care, look no further. We are based in
the school hall and have been operating from
here for 20 years.
Enrol online www.kapaikidz.co.nz or any
enquiries to Linda Robinson 021 409641 or
linda@kapaikidz.co.nz

NEXT CHAPTER PARENTING are offering
Individual, or group, PARENTING
SESSIONS via Zoom. Ten one hourly
sessions, weekly, at a time convenient
to you, available evenings.
Topics covered include:
Communication, Empathy, Setting Limits,
Quality Time, Consequences, Choices,
Redirection, Pick your battles with your child,
Problem Behaviour, Time In vs Time Out,
Praise vs Acknowledgement, The Pause,
Sibling Rivalry, Teenage Boundaries,
Erickson’s Stages of Growth, Personality
Types and how it affects your children.
WINZ funding assistance where eligible.
Website:
www.nextchapterparenting.co.nz
Contact:
brigid@nextchapterparenting.co.nz

WELLBEING FOCUS - SHARING LEARNING
As we navigate the ongoing challenges of the Covid-19 pandemic and support our
tamariki to do so, it will come as no suprise that many schools have a focus on
wellbeing.
The following goal is from our Annual Plan for 2022: Actively pursue opportunities to
engage and involve parents/caregivers/whānau in programmes and initiatives to
support student learning and wellbeing.
Although this is a tricky thing to do while we are at Red, we appreciate the willingness
shown by our whānau (in our '2022 Whānau Inventory form) to support us in school
once we get through this.
In the meantime, we are undergoing Professional Learning and Development with our
Ministry of Education liaison (who is also a phsychologist) on Wellbeing - both that of our
team and students.
This week's session was focused on understanding what contributes to a sense of
wellbeing; identifying stressors, how we react to them and simple actions we can take to
combat these. Very useful learning in the current environment!
In a fortnight's time, we build on this learning by considering how this translates to the
tamariki in our care at school. We will share our learnings from this journey here.
Below are some great visual reminders for supporting wellbeing from this week's
session - we thought we would share as they may be useful for others at this time!

SHOTS TO MAKE YOU SMILE - HUB 1 LEARNING THROUGH
PLAY & HUB 5 TOPICAL ART!

Hub 1 were introduced to Learning Through Play invitations for the first time this week. These
invitations are optional and are designed to spark ideas for Play. We had a car track on the carpet and
many students built cars and tried to race each other, or they made up their own game where they
were trying to dodge "stopper cars" that were trying to knock them off the track. Other students used
paint to explore the ways that colours work together and only had the Primary Colours as well as white
and black to work with. There were some beautiful colours made by the children! Some of the students
chose to do their own thing such as working out how to make a building out of magnet tiles. It was a
fantastic week for Learning Through Play!

Hub 1 students
making and
designing Animal
houses with Miss
Yolandi
Room 14 take a 'topical' approach to their class self portrait art to kick off the year!

